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ing to the regulatij ‘
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i es a it - :
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sonnection witn certatin

judicial candidates and officenolders ang o personal financial
- ersonal Ei a
statements filled Dy certain judicial officeholders: providing civil

and criminal penalties.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:

SECTION 1. Chapter 253, Election Code, is amended oy adding

subchapter F to read as follows:

SUBCHAPTER F. JUDICIAL CAMPAIGN FAIRMNESS ACT

Sec. 253.151. APPLICABILITY OF SUBCHAPTER. This subchapter

applies only to a political contribution or polirical expenditure

in connection with the office of:

(1) chief justice or justice, supreme court;

(2) presiding judge or judge, court of criminal

appeals;

(3) chief justice or justice, court of appeals;

(4) district judge;

(5) judge, statutory county court; Ot

(6) judge, statutory probate court.

Sec, 253,152. DEFINITIONS.
candidace" or "complying officenclder”

In this subchapter:

(1) “Complying

declaration of compliance

means a judicial candidate who files 3

under Sectidh-253;154(a’(;LL
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. (2} In connection With an electionn - u“-...q,i.,ﬁ_?i
' ] meang

{A) wilth regarg -

g to 3 contribution tha

i ed in writing for 2 that g

! at a parti - -
) .anat Cular ELECtlon, the E‘lECtj..O
——z  EieCtlon

(B) with regard

to

2 contribution that is not

i - D
i . A in writin £ ;
I ;Eﬁﬂkﬂfﬁi_—— g ftor a particular election o that is

the next election for
- office occurring after the contribution is made

{3) "Judicial district" means the territory from which

. -ydicial candidate ig elected.
e

(4) "Noncomplying candidate" means a judicial

candidate who:
e ———

(A) files a declaration of intent to exceed the

:imitg on expenditures under Section 253.164(a)(2);

{B) files a declaration of compliance under

Section 253.164(a) (1) but later exceeds the limits on expenditures;

(C) wviolates Section 253.173 or 253.174.

(5) "Statewide judicial office” means the office of

or presiding judge ot

tief justice or justice, supreme COULE,

Eﬂﬂb_gourt of criminal appeals.

ELECTION
Sec. 253.153. CONTRIBUTION PROHIBITED EXCEPT DURING
officeholder, a

? judici ndidate or
‘@-IQL_ (ay A Jud]_clal ca — -
i pposi
§ cific-DUIpose committee for su orting ©r 0 o
i gisting 4
(i 1 F4 jttee for as
'l@ldat?i“Qr-a,speclflc— urpose_comm




who does not have an opponent whose name will appear on _the

holder may not k ; S:B. Ho. 94
fEiCcE nowingil ac ) et
of£1C2 = ' | . CQEE_hé_Qgglgigﬁ}‘contribuf

except during tne period: T

(1} beginning on;

t,i‘_r? i

(A) th
) e 210th day before the date an application

Egi,idgiéce on the ballot or_ for nomination by convention for rhe

office is required to be £iled,

if the election is for a Fiull rterm;

or

——

(B) the later of the 210tn day pefore the date

éﬂ,EEEEication for a place on the ballot or for nomination by

convention for the office is required to be filed or the date a

. vacancy in the office occurs, if the election is for an unexpired

term; and

{2) ending on the 120th day after the date of:

(A) the general election for state and county

officers, if the candidate or officeholder has an opponent in the

general election; or

(B) except as provided by Subsection (c), the

primary election, if the candidate or officeholder does not have an

opponent in the general election.

(b) Subsection_ (a)(2) does not apply to a political

contribution that was made and accepted with the intent that it be

ugsed to defray expenses incurred in connection with an election

contest.
ding Subsection (a)(2), & judicial candidate

ballot

(¢) Notwithstan
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ccept _a Dpolitical contribut; :
T ~CORLEMBULION afrer another peraon files a

declaration of write-in candigac

T 280 9DPPOSIng the candidate.

{d} A person who violates khjg

Section is iiable for a civil

penalty not to exceed three times the

amount  of  fhe polirvicai

contributions accepted in violation of this section,

Sec. 253.154,

WRITE-IN CANDIDACY. (a) & weite-in candidare

for judicial coffice or a specific-purnose commirtee for supporcting

a write-in candidate for judicial office may nor knowingly accept a

political contribution before the candidate files a declararion of

write-in candidacy.

(b) A person who viclates this section is liabie for a civil

penalty not to exceed three times the amount of =ne political

contributions accepted in viclation of this section.

Sec. 253.155. CONTRIBUTION LIMITS. (a) Ezcept as provided

by Subsection (c), & Jjudicial candidate may not knowingly accept

political contributions from a person rthat in the aqgregate exceed

the 1imits prescribed by Subsection (b) in connecticn with each

election in which the candidate is involved,

{b) The contribution limits are:

(1) for a statewide judicial office, $5,000; or

(2) for any other judicial office:

(A) §1,000, if the population of the judicial

rict is less than 250,000;
| (B) 82,500, if the population ¢f vhe judicial

=

PR A%, T oy e ot
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cigrrict 1s more than one million, the dudicial
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(c) This section

does not anppl
£o a polirj
lcal contribution
-2de by & general-purpose Committee

(d) For purposes of thig section
!

& contribution by a law

irm whose members are each memberg

of a second law firm is

apsidered to be a contribution by the lay Firm that has members

other than the members the firms have in commen

(e} A person who violates this section is liable for a civil

(o]

enalty not to exceed three times the amount of the political

centributions accepted in violation of this section.

Sec. 253.156. CONTRIBUTION TO CERTAIN COMMITTEES CONSIDERED

CONTRIBUTION TO CANDIDATE. For purposes of Section 253.155, a

contrioution to a specific-purpose committee for the purpose of

supporting a judicial candidate, opposing the candidate's opponent,

ot assisting the candidate as an officeholder is considered to be a

tontribution to the candidate.

Sec, 253.157. LIMIT ON CONTRIBUTION BY MEMBER _ OR

2 3 A djudicial candidate
GENERAL-PURPOSE COMMITTEE OF LAW FIRM. (a) 3

s of §50 from a

%3y not accept a political contribution in exces

{1) the person is_ 2

1aw firm or a

member of &

| ' d by a law firm:
a . . ; d or controlle
émﬁiélzpqrppgg committee establishe
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contribution

T&gated

with all

political contributions accepteq by the
ool candidarte

. fr
qembers_ of the law firm or Om  other

from a
| ﬁ———~—hq——‘__‘-__*__‘EEESEE&:EEHEEELﬁEEEE&EEE
established or controlled b

the ; .
law firm ip Connection with the

exceed si i .
X times the applicable contribution limit
under Section 253,155,

election would

(b} A candidate who feceives a political contribution that

violates Subsection (a) shall return the contribution to the

contributor not later than the later of;:

(1) the last day of the rteporting period in which the

contribution 1s received:; or

(2) the fifth day after the date the contribution is

received.

{c) A candidate who fails to return a political contribution

as required by Subsection (b) is liable for a civil penalty not to

exceed three times the total amount of political contributions

accepted from members of or general-purpose committees established

or controlled by the law firm in connection with the election,

of this section, a general-purpose

(d) For purposes

i i h
committee is established or controlled by a law firm if the

firm,
committee is established or controlled by members of che 1aw Lif

{e) In this section:

means a partnership, limited liabilicty

n organized for the

(1) “"Law firm"

w . practice
artnership, or professional corporatio

P Tt
Pas F 3 A




e, 253.158.  CONTRIBUTION

ﬂ‘uvTRIBUTQQN BY
DL MMl
223,199 and 253,15
L
wiividual 18 considered
PG aY -

(b In this sectidn, “child” nea-s & mEmaan s ..

age who is not and nas not nesn ma--.

b}

Sec, 253.159. EXCIPTION TO CONTRIIUTTAG IIMIT

IZUTION . 3astions
553,155 and 253.157 d¢ not -apply 1o an fadividual wree s ca aead .a
-ne candidate or officehclder wiznin =ha secsnd decraa oy

consanguinity, as determined wunder Subcoranser 3 Tmamtar 371,

Government Code.

Sec, 253.160. AGGREGATE LIMIT ON CONTRIBUTIONG TFROM AND

DIRECT CAMPAIGN EXPENDITUREIS BY CENIZRAL-FURPOSI JQMMITTEZ.  .3) A

iudicial candidate or officehclder or a specific-suroloss Ioomitree
i

for supporting or opposing a dJudicial

judicial officeholder may not KROwingly aocspt a DoLiTical

tontripution from a general-purpose COMMITLES INRAT, wWiel ASIT2q3

¥ith each other political contribuytion 7o & gerava.-puIialse

tommittee in connection with an election, exceeds .3 percen: of o

doplicable limit on expenditures prescribed by Secsion I33..08,

‘egardless of whether the limit on expenditures 13 suspendead.

{b) A candidate or officeholder who r2ceives 3 pw.iiicd.
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sancidare 25 i ;
-angidate, for opposing rhe candidate's copo
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sne candidate as an officehoclder i35 considered
CoOnglaerec T oe =2 :-’:::r'-—«_:....,..

-z wne candldare unless ~he carpaian
Camnpaldn Lreagurer o <h=

ceneral-purpose committee, in an affidawvisz flled #i<:
ir filed wizn =he z.Thoricy

1

with i ida
Jshom the candidare's campaign Treasurer EDCOInINEDT

reguired to I : i !
Juireé¢ zo pe filed, states tnat thne commitres nas ¢t IrECT.Y

ndirectls i i i i
1y communicated with tne candidate's campaign, IncouTinT

the i ; 3 3
candidate, an aide to the candidate, a camba:iz

campai g
paign consultant, or_a speciflc-purpose commiczee in

advertising, < wIIeT

st ; : : i
rategic matter, including polling data,

with the candidate's campaign.

4 ,
Gemographics, in connection

{d) This section_ does not apply to a bo

b :
2/ _the principal political committee Of the STate

comm :
Omnittee or a county executive committee Of

Compl 4§ o -
“hplies yith Section 253:171(R)-
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COn:ributions accepted ip

iggiiiiple limit Drescribed po Subsectigq {
n aj}.,
Sec. 253.161. Usgk OF CONTRIBUTION

FROM NONJUDICIAL, OR

JUDICIAL OFFICE _PROHIBITED. () 8 judioisy
1Cla candidate
officenolder,  a ;;;;:;:;i_;:;;;;l‘_-h“_l“__““_““‘"“““"—*—hQE

l P Committee Ffor supporting or
opposing a judicial candidate,

or i fj
a4 specific-pyr OsSe committee for
assisting a judicial officeholder

Ray nor use ga political

concribution to make a campaign expenditure for judicial office or

to make an officeholder expenditure ip connection with a judicial

office if the contribution wasg accepted while the candidate or

officeholder:

(1) was a candidate for an office other than a

judicial office; or

{2) held an office other than a judicial office,

uniess the person had become a candidate for judicial office.

(b) A candidate, officeholder, or specific-purpose committee

for supporting, opposing, or assisting the candidate or

officeholder may not use a political contribution to make a

campaign expenditure for an office other than a judicial office or

to make an officeholder expenditure in connection with an office

. . il
other than a judicial office if the contribution was accepted while

the candidate or officeholder:
didate for a judicial office;

(1) was a can

unless the person had

(2)° held a judicial office,

becomeiaﬁéaﬁdidate'for another office.
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._fﬁriblt a candldat
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to another. -

can

didatefor Officeholder.
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(d) A person who vzolates th

J:s $Ef=‘t:J:Qn- A8 liable for a civil

ot to e
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‘Sec. 253.]

FUNDS_AND PAYMENTS ON CERTAIN LOANS

officeholder who makes. R 0li

personal fu'ds mal ng_
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wppiigable LIMIE prescribved by Subsectio, I

sec. 251.16 NOTICE o
T "~”“”H§£L“J&&Qg£BEQ—hMEQB%__fﬂﬁﬁyigg_w POL['TTCAL

CXPENDUTURES . (@) A person other

or the principal political committee of the state executive
e . = alarle > L1

QQWWAEEEE“QL_Q_EQEQEXhEEQCUtive_ggm@i&&ge of a political party may

nor nake_political expenditures that in the aggregate exceed $5,000

tor.the PUrpose of supporting or opposing a candidate For an office

other than a statewide judicial office or assisring such a

candidate as an officeholder unless the person files with the

authority with whom a campaign treasurer appointment by a candidate

for the office is required to be Filed a written declaration of the

person's intent to make expenditures that exceed the limit

prescribed by this subsection.

(b) A person other than a candidate, officeholder, or the

Principal political committee of the state executive committee or a

County executive committee of a political party may not make

bolitical expenditures that in the aggregate exceed $25,000 for the

Putpose of supporting or opposing a candidate for a statewide

' i lder
ludicial office or assisting such a candidate as  an officeho
| n declaration

: igaion a writte
Ynless the person filas with the commiss =
ceed the limik

i hat ex
Qijmg_pergonns intent to make expenditures tha
Eﬂﬁﬂﬁi@ed byathigesubaeotion.
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connection with whigh Yhe polte bhite | bxpendituran ar

Antanded to be

() A duelaration rone Yid under Hubseet ton (a) of (b} shall
be Slied LW e pucordn ur pagy JLeial candidate of
officeholder on whone buhatr the drhon o ryy fng  the l‘Jr.'(:Lat“at‘l:-r:

intends Lo  make political AEpenAltucan. e the person ntend

make only POlLEﬂEﬂkwﬁﬂﬁﬂﬂﬁiﬁuﬁﬁﬁ‘QEQQH}UQ73_Judiul

al vandidate, t;
declaration shall be LLlod with the re

20rdn ol anch  candldate  for
the offic _e_;._

fe) An_expenditure made Dy.a political commit

association that conslats only of comty mi_.,gl_rit‘x_@ggggﬁ{leg__mg‘gﬂ“tzgl_g‘tg'}_r_\‘g the

committee's or aspociation's Membarship may be made without the

declaration required by Bubsection (a) or (b).

(£) For purposes of this sectlon, a person who makes a

Rolitical expenditure benafitting more rhan one judielal candidate
or judicial offlceholder shall, in accordancs with rules adopted by

the commission, allocate a portion of rthe aexpenditure to each
fandidate of officeholdar whom the expenditure benefirs in
RIoportion to -the _benefit rage. by, . that candidate  or
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3 (2) a written declaration of the _bgroon's intear v,
# rmake expenditures that exceed the limits prescribed by tnig

" Supchapter.
% (b) The limits On _contributions and
J8PPLY Yo compiving

i Personal funds prescribed by this subchapter
S—==—dl tunds pre b,
by, Section 253. 185 e

% candidates unless suspended as provided

Of _reimbirsemen, of

253,170, The limits on contributions and on_ reimburgement of

% %‘35 prescribed by this subchapter apply to suncomplying
whether the limits an_ cuntributiong, o

& ;
[ ? ftandidates regardless of
3
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(o) A pdielal candidaty o . .
_mﬁ&m_m*ﬂiqﬂgk_ﬁﬂﬂﬂlﬂilz accept a campalgn

9N _expenditure before the

Ction (a).

—Subsection (c) is iiable for a
dvil prially not to exceed three | 23 _the
o e 1L8R Limes the amount of the political

cont EIBUEION OF make of abthorize o camoss
ek wn.Aubhotize a campa

, late: [3lon a decle -
‘an@ytt"mﬁmqmm_m"mm“w“_gratloqmynder Subse

(LA person. who  violates

contributiony or political fxpenditures made in violation of this

sgction,

Sec. 253.165, EFFECT

OF _ NONCOMPLYING CANDIDATE, (a) A

complying candidate or a specific-purpoge committee for

supporting

d & is a0t required to comply with the limits on

gontributions, expendicures, and the reimbursement of personal

funds prescribed by thig gubchapter if another person becomes a

candidate for rhe game office and:

{1} files a declaration of intent to exceed the limits

on expendltures under Section 253.164(a)(2);

{2) files a declaration of compliance under Section

253.164(a)(1) but later exceeds the limits on expenditures; or

(3). violates Bection 253.173 or 253.174.,

{b) The executive director of the commission shall issue an

fder suspending the limits on gontributions and expenditures for a
4pecific office not later than the flfgh day gfter the date the

fiecutive director determines that:

T 111'=g pergon has - become a candidate for that office

13730




Y
2
22
A
U
2

d the declarar S:B. No. 94

nas_filed the de ion of |
and_Rd2 -oo—— ——==-28 Of inteny +
e T —— Q exe . .
—= -0 eed the limits on

ngggg}tuq£§ under Secriop 253,

che 1imit on expenditures prescripeg By this sy
. SUbchapter; or

(3) a candida .
te _for that office hag violated Section

253.173 or 253.174,
253.173 or 253.174.

(c) A county

intent to

exceed the limits on expendityreg under Section 253.164(a)(2) shail

deliver a copy of the declaratiop L0 the executive director of the

conmisslon Aot later than the fifth day after the date the county

N .'Je b 1 .
clerk recelves the declaration, & _county clark whoe receives a

writter allegation that a Ccomplying candidate has exceeded the

limit on expenditures or that a candidate has engaged in conduct

pronibited by Section 253.173 or 253.174 shall deliver a copvy of

the allegation to the executive direcror not later than the fiftch

day afrer the date the county clerk receives the allegation, The

county clerk shall, a&at no cost to the commission, deliver to the

executive director by mail or telephonic facsimile machine copies

cf documents relevant to che allegation not later than 48 hours

after the executive director requests the documents. A  county

clerk is required to act under this subsection only in connection

with an office for which a campaign treasurer appointment is

fequired to be Ffiled with that county clerk.
253.166. BENEFIT TO COMPLYING CANDIDATE. (a) A

advertising

Sec.

Complying candidate is entitled to state on polictical

e o

4 1’ 4 l:}' 4.
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Sec. 253.167. CERTIFICATION OF POPULATLON; NOTLUE O

SONZRIBUT-ON  AND EXPENDITURE GLIMITS.  (a)  For purposes of this

.ochapter _oniy, not later than June | of each odd-numbered year,

"

-~e zecretary of state shall;

(1)} deliver to the commission a written certification

cf +me population of each judicial district for which a  candidate

far iudge or justice must file a campaign treasurer appointment

. with the commission; and

{(2) deliver to the county clerk of each county a

written cercification of the county's population, if the county:

(A) comprises an entivre judicial distrivt under

4  Chapter 26, Government Code; or

& (B} has a statutory county courk or  statut
1 probate court, other than a multicounty statutory county uwourt
IR cteated under Subchapter D, Chapter 25, Government Code,
é ; H (b) On receipt of the certification of population under
5 ;23 Subsection (a), the commission or county clerk, as appropriate,
i'R $hall make available to each candidate for an office covared Dby

n and expenditure

this subchapter written notice of the contributio

16

e




pasy

o N, g

TAdate seeky

"LRE Liming, (4)  Poy

T e——

JEauh leetion gp

S-S3te ts involveg, a

s-ion if Compl vy camd i
Y1ng  candida Lo wmay o

peowingid  TE: : Lthacrd Wiitic :
Pl R —MMAQEE_&!}{_\![QH__ that ia the

(.1 Zor S5tatewide “udies
Lo € stactewlde judicial Oftice, 32 williong

ne office of chief

.-..
N
—
n
8]
"~
o

1usticem££_ggﬁpicnh SO

-7 zToezls
L ————————

() $500,000, if tha Population of the Judicial
Z:s7TICT o5 TOTI2 than one million: or

(3)_ $350,000, if the bopuiation of the judlcial
fiz-rict s one million or less: or

(3] for an office other than  an office covered by

(A) $350,000, if the population of the judicial

fistricy is more than one million;

(B) $200,000, if the population of the judicial

istrict is 250,000 to one million; or

(C) $100,000, if the population of the judicial

PRSP Sy DU ot e butiio

rict ig less than 250,000.

() A complying candidage who violates this asegtlon {s

‘able for a civil penalty not to exceed three times the amount by
_'_‘—'—-____; - Pl Lo o 3 ' e el A AR R

“ich the political expenditures made in viglation Ob_this sgection

“ceed the applicable limit prescribed by Subsection (4.

Sec, 253,169. EXPENDITURE BY CERTAIN COMMITTEES CONSIDLRED

SN

]

7
4
;

i
[
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URE BY CANDIDATE. (a) po +B. No. 94
EX?ENDIT L_PUrposes of Section 253,165, a
=LYy 4an

enditure by 2 Specific-purpose committee
X

e did for the Urpose of
; candidate o ;
s orting a ’ pposin the candidate'g

Whe candidate 6%

Mr_e by the candidate unless the candidate, in an affidavit

filed with- the authority with whom the
filed ¥_-

Q onent, or

candidate's campaign

be filed, stares that the

treasurer appointment is required to

candidate’s campaign, including the candidate, an aide to the
candida

candidate, a campaign officer, or a campaign consultant of the

candidate, has not directly or indirectly communicated with the

conmittee in regard to a strategic matter, including polling data,

advertising, or voter demographics, in connection with the

candidate's campaign.

{b) This section applies only to an expenditure as to which

the candidate or officeholder receives notice as required by

Section 254.128.

{(c) An affidavit under this section shall be filed with the

next report the candidate or officeholder is required to file under

Chapter 254 following receipt of the notice required by Section

254,128.
—_—————_
OF CERTAIN POLITICAL EXPENDITURES.

Sec. 253.170. EFFECT
{8) A complying candidate for an office

ud i R i e for
Judicial office or a specific-purpose committe
. comply with the

other than a statewide

supporting such

limits on

4 _candidate is not required to

and the reimbursement Of personal

fntributions, expenditures,




-

4§
u
F

. L S5.8. .
srescribed by this 2:B. No. 94

runds Subch i

funds___ . apter if 4 Person other than the
.. ‘e'Ss OPPONEent or th i i

Cancldate € princi it i

sangidat Al political committee of the

state eXecurive committee or g

county executive committee of a

ggiiiiﬁil party makes poligiggi_gigggditures that in the aggregate

exceed 35,000 for cthe DUrpose of

supporting the candidate's

opponent, OPPOS:ing the candidate, or assisting the candidate's

g&@ﬂgﬂi_as an officeholder.

(b) A complying candidate for a statewide judicial office or

a specific-purpose commitctee for supporting such a candidate is not

required to comply with the limits on contributions, expenditures,

and _the reimbursement of personal funds prescribed by this

subchapter if a person other than the candidate's opponent or the

principal political committee of the state executive committee or a

county executive committee of a policical party makes political

expenditures that in the aggregate exceed $25,000 for the purpose

of supporting the candidate's opponent, opposing the candidate, or

assisting the candidate's opponent as an officeholder.

(c) The executive director of the commission shall issue an

order suspending the limits on contributions, expenditures, and the

reimbursement of personal funds for a specific office not later

than the fifth day after the date the executive director determines

that:

—

{1) a declaration of intent to make expenditures that

: ' ; is filed in
exceed the  limit prescribed by Subsection (a) or (b) 18 22

ion 253.163: or

gmﬂssg;qndq;th the office as provided by Sect




am

o
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i
4
Iy}
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U

(2)__a politicai . S:B. No. 94
that

f ~ . = E4ceed .
- ; 1 i T————=2xkEds the 1
ﬁschjpeiﬁbv_§JDsect*on (a) or ¢ — Limit

B 2L has been made

(d A__county clerk wi
) no [eCeives 3 declarati

<

axe pxpenditures that exceeg

qake B the 1imj ; ;

mak o mic Prescribed b Subsection
' o0 hall delive

aty or (b) s I a4 cops ' .

(a} ? of the declaration to the executive

2 rgr of the commissgi
drrectt S1OR not later than the fiftn day after rne

date nhe county clerk recei

ves the declaration.

A countyv clerk who

receives a written allegation that g PErson has made a opolitical
R, 14

)

xpenditure that exceeds the limic prescribed by Subsection {a) or

p) shall deliver I ] i i
{0) sha . a ¢opy of the allegation to the executive

director :not later than the fifth day after the date the county

cierk receives the allegation. The county clerk shall, at no cost

to_tne commission, deliver to the executive director by mail or

telephonic facsimile machine copies of documents relevant to che

allegation not later than 48 hours after the executive director

requests the documents. A county clerk is required to act under

this subsection only in connection with an office for which a

Campaign treasurer appointment is required to be filed with that

county clerk.

(e) An expenditure made by a political committee or other

association that consists only of costs incurred in contacting the

dmit prescribed by Subsection (a) or (b).

CAMPAIGN
Sec. 253.171. CONTRIBUTION FROM OR DIRECT

Except as prOVided 91

SPENDITURE By POLITICAL PARTY. _(3)
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.‘;.“. Moy, ‘34

B ' 0] ad i’ i
et o by, o ol teatd ony ribut oy Ve o T
e ; R . Fasyry, "nll'l'llhli-’Jn
i tare o behad fogr complyn " |
e . - EALIZE Rl Foeandidagt e Bt -
Abe bomadn by thne
e xpt‘i pesttteal committoe o f .'
ot ! S A

Yher Gtate o ‘
L 7_3»\!.__&]!’.(_ _ﬂg{(_(_-(_;lll_] VO NIt e O o

Lappty pHeUHLIVE commitieo Of_a pulit tcal par PY 4o conaicdiped 1 |
R Lol R rand e ey ) b
aoqei it erpendit ure b.‘/_th_“ Jand tdat e [y PUTposeg of .

eoprictitarn LUBINS prescribed by Secrian g4 164
(b) Subsection L‘iil..ﬂ?ﬂf‘_“ﬂ_&_‘{yA_‘_;BEHL‘X___EQ“,;L political expendstupa

L ?ﬂ”ﬂﬂ'c,,QQEIQEE:EQELZQESMEﬂmﬁékgﬂ_”r for o written Liut of

v or more candidates that:
(R9) ,,._.Lf:’.‘i!‘,!:,}.f-;i}lﬁ..,._*{_r_‘_ﬁwBi’._r_tlf.;’é,,*,__‘ié!,i‘_fl,i,f,@_':.".!“ by  name and

(2) _does not include any reference Lo the judicial

priinsophy  or positions on  issues of the _oparkty's o judicial
candldates: and

(3) is not broadcast, cablecast, published in a

i e

peWspaper or magazine, or placed on a billboard.

fec: 253,172, RESTRICTION ON EXCEEDING EXPEMDLTURE [ IMI1S.

{4} A _candidate who Files a declaration of compliance under

section 253.164(a) (1) and who later Eiles a declaration of intent

:2. t4ceed the limits on expenditures under Section 253.164(a)(2) or

t.oBpecific-purpose committee for supporting such a candidate may

2% make a political expenditure that causes the person to exceed

5%1m§pelicable limit on expenditures presgscribed by Section 253,168

] uf

------ Ofe the 60th day after the date the candidate files the

Yeclaration of jntent to exceed the limits on espenditures.
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RO violates wn: | 3.8, No. 94
*_*____E_;ﬂi§_§§E£igﬂh£§_iiable For a aivi)
exceed + r] Te . T T e

—_—_— T LarTee N
»—ﬁ___t_*g_s;_;m_e_m?_@_g _oF political

smdizeres made In violacion of

tois section,

Sec. 133.173.  AGREZMENT EVADE
se AGREEZMENT TO EVADE LIMITS PROHIBITED. (a) N

rr

,h
'

o
7]
8]
[
*
]

4 rs .
———Eﬁ.ﬂ_tmwmzﬂg n_Aas_ 2

-coTniving candidate cppesing the complying candidate; or

(2) enter into an_ agreement under which a person
;‘._Ee::.‘- 3 CATDAIGN as 3 nOnCOﬂlpluing Candldate Opposing the

v! A candidate who viclares thig section is considered to

3 noncompaving candidarte.

& 2

253.174. MISREPRESENTATION OF OPPCONENT'S COMPLIANCE

2eC.

SITE_OR VIOLATION OF SUBCHAPTER PROHIBITED. (a) A candidate Ffor

Rl

~d:cia.  office may not knowingly misrepresent that an opponent of

{1} is & noncomplying candidate; or

{2) has violated this subchapter.

{b! A candidate who vioclates this section is considered to

% : aoncomplving candidate. i
JUDICIAL CAMPAIGN FAIRNESS FUND, (a) The ‘

Sec. 253.175.
icial campaign fairness fund is a special account in the general

wdleia

— s

ib) The judicial campaign fairness fund consists of:

and

(1) penalties recovered under Section 253.176;
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5 or .
ants received by the commission

(2) any gift

. nder subsection (e},

(c) _The judicial campaign fairness fung may be

used only

L)

Q
"
..

: (1) voter education Projects that relate to judicial

, cam aigns: and

\ (2) payment of costs incurred

in  imposing civil

penalties under this subchapter.

], (d) To the extent practicable, the fund shall be permitted

4 to accumulate until the balance ig sufficient to permit the

-~} publication cf a voter's guide that lists candidates for judicial

ff-ﬂ office, their backgrounds, and similar information. The commission

ng shall implement this subsection and shall adopt rules under which a

4 candidate must provide information to the commission for inclusion

?‘ﬁ in the voter's guide. In providing the information, the candidate

;ﬁli shall comply with applicable provisions of the Code of Judicial

41 Conduct. The voter's gquide myst, to the extent practicable,

”345 indicate whether each candidate _is a _complying candidate or

noncomplying candidate, based on declarations filed under Section

253,164 or dnterm;natlons by the executive director or the county

Slerk, as appropriate, under Section 253.165. The listing . of_ a

ﬁﬂgggelying candldate may not 1nclude any lnformatzon other than

Mida_te.ls name. a.n'd-' ) mus.t., 1nclude . a. statement that .t_he

I nEoT th .
“ndidate is not. entlt ed to have cmﬂlete - ?“f‘?’?ma?¥?“ about the

ca"dldate J.ncludgd J.n t:hg-, gu ‘..e-
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L Ty cO .m.-.. = ,;_. z E g i 9
e O SE51an mna aCCE t f or tkle

BHEEEEP described by Subsections (€} (1) and (d). Funds received
i £ .
sder chis SuBSSCEion shall be deposited to the credit of the

c.dicial campaign fairness fund.
judibs

(£) The judicial campaign fairness fund is exempt from

secciors 403.094 and 403.095, Government Code,
sectlol

sgc. 253.176. CIVIL PENALTY, (a) The commission may impose

a civil penalty against a person only after a formal hearing as

orovided by Subchapter E, Chapter 571, Government Code,

e

(b) The commission shall base the amount of the penalty on:

(i) <che sericusness of the violation;

(2) the history of previous violations;

(3) the amount necessary to deter Ffuture viglations;

(4) any other matter that justice may require.

{(c) A vpenalty collected under this secrion shall be

depositad to the credit of the judicial campaign fairness fund.

SECTION 2. Sections 253.003, 253.004, and 253.005, Election

Code, are amended to read as follows:

Sez. 253.003. UNLAWFULLY MAKING OR ACCEPTING CONTRIBUTION.
{a) A person may not knowingly make a political contribution in
Violation of this chapter.

(b) a person may not knowingly accept a political

COI\tribution the person knows to have been made in violation of

thig chapter,
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(c) This section does not appiy to 4 olitical contribution

acceDtéd in violation of Subchapter p
«_x—-—._;__’_-

~age_OF

t as provided :
(d) Excep 1% ed by Subsection (e) [¢d¥], a person who

sres this sectlon commits an offense, ap offense under tnis

10k
pction ig a Class A misdemeanor,
(e) [+4¥! A violation of Subsection (a} or (b) is a felony

. (ne third degree if the contribution ig made in

s
S

violation of
scbchapter D.

sec. 253.004. UNLAWFULLY MAKING EXPENDITURE. (a) A person
-3y not knowincly make or authorize a political expenditure 1in
vigiation of this chapter.

(b) This section does not apply to a political expenditure

made or authorized in violation of Subchapter F.

(¢} A person who violates this section commits an offense.
a1 offense under this section is a Class A misdemeanor.

Sec. 253.005. EXPENDITURE FROM UNLAWFUL CONTRIBUTION.
{a) A person may not knowingly make or authorize a peolitical
¢xpenditure wholly or partly from a political contribution the
Person knows to have been made in violation of this chapter.

(b) This section does not apply to a political expenditure
that is;

(1) prohibited by Section 253.101; or

{2) made from a political contribution made in

vi

Lolation of Subchapter F.

{¢) A person who violates this section commits an offense.
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e OIET TTILS SEer P
L. nffenst ij OOERRINR LS 4 Class p

; Misdemeancr .
crep il b Subchapter o Cha
Vi = r ptel— 254’ El .

: action Code, is
endred by a?dlnq secrtion 2%4.06]1 0 read

Al as fOllOWS:

sec. 254.0611. ADDITIONAL CONTENTS oF REPORTS BY CERTA
IN

J,;J,.Q_I_E‘-'Hﬁi_g_gi_leIDATES. (a) In addition to the contents required by

qﬁtiﬂﬂﬁwaii;ggl and 254.061, each teport b a candidate for =
i _oY £ a o
dipial office covered b I ,
$ﬂ:£¢i£~2 : 2 Y Subchapter , Chapter 253, must include:
the 1. . -
E (1) “he total amount of political contributions,

; imﬂﬁgigg_interest Or_other income, maintained in one or more

o acoounts in_which political contributions are deposited as of the

fast day of the reporting period;

5 (2) for each individual from whom the person filing

o rhe  report 'has accepted political contributions cthat in the

aqaregate  eyxceed $50 and  that are accepted during the reporting

-

S gerind:

I {A) the principal occupation and job title of

i  the individual and the full name of the employer of the individual

ot of the law firm of which the individual or the individual's

Spouse is a member, if any; or

510 : (B) if the individual is a child, the full name

of the law firm of which either of the individual'’s parents 1S 2

“emher, if any;

.‘;",3
41 (3) a specific listing of each asset valued at $500 or

I

] I , PR i ions and on hand as
_g% “2fe_that was purchased with political contributl

4

%ﬂst day of the reporting period;
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S

. NQ&_?ﬂ

{4) for each oliti i
cal contrlbutigﬂ_accqgged by the

Biggm;éiiiﬂguphe report but not feCelved as of th Y
______‘ﬁ__‘_h_ﬁ__“_H“__“__“__ﬁﬁ_ﬁq___e last day of the

ceporting period:
A the full name

aking the contribution;

{B the amount of the contribution; and
(C) the date of the contribution; and

{5) for each outstanding loan to the person filing the

and _ address of peraon

-eport as of the last day of the reporting period:

(A) the full name and address of the person or

financial institution making the loan; and

{B) the full name and address of each quarantor

of the loan other than the candidate.

{b) In this section:

{1) "Child" has the meaning assigned by Section

253.158,

{2) "Law firm" and "member" have the meanings assaigned

by Section 253,157,

SECTION 4. Subchapter D, Chapter 254, Election Code, lis
amended by adding Section 254.0911 to read as follows:

Sec. 254.0911, ADDITIONAL CONTENTS OF REPORTS BY CERTAIN

JUDIcIAL, OFFICEHOLDERS. In addition to the contents required by

) judicial
Sections 254.031 and 254.091, each report by a holder of a judici

Office covered by Subchapter F, Chapter 253, must include the
‘\-—-_‘——_;

Sontents prescribed by Section 254.0611.

47593
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GECTION 5. Subchapter © . .
) r  Chapter 254, Zlection code, 14

e

iaended by adding Section 251,121 L0 read as folicw
e WS

SEQL-221*igkl*““&99iIE9E3&—_EQHIE§E§_JEE_JEQEHEEL_OF CERTAIN
oMM Izlztsaacﬁm_% Sect ions
4,031 _and 254.12%, %e mm
1o supporting or OPPOS%ﬂg a_holder of
o iudicial office COV@M%]: 253,  must
HEiﬂgﬂ-the contents pre5E£iQEQ_EZ_ﬁﬁEEiQQ_Eéﬂégéii;

SECTION 6. Chapter 255, Election Code, is amended by adding

section 255.008 to read as follows:

Sec. 255.008. DISCLOSURE o POLITICAL  ADVERTISING  FOR

JUDICIAL OFFICE. (a) This section applies only to a candidate or

political committee covered by Subchapter F, Chapter 253,

(b) Political advertising by a candidate who Ffiles 4

declaration of intent to comply with the limits on expenditures

under Subchapter F, Chapter 253, or a specific-purpose committee

for _ supporting such a candidate may include the following

statement: "Political advertising paid for by (name of candidate

of_committee) in compliance with the voluntary limits of the

dudicigl Campaign Fairness Act."

i€) Political advertising by a candidate who files a

i i i imit xpenditures
q&ﬂﬁiﬂ&iQ“ of intent to comply with the limits on exp

0der Subchapter F, Chapter 253, or a specific-purpose committee

EELQEREEEEing such a candidate that does not contain the statement

Eﬂﬂﬂﬁiﬁgﬁ%by Subsection (b) must comply with Section 255.001.




i poiitical advertisin i
idj 29 9 E&Lﬁé_*EEEQiQEEE&_who files a

\oaraiion of intent to exceed the limitsg expenditures unde
E . “" — ‘ r
- . 2 hapt g

. ;gﬁiﬂafﬁ;‘Ll chapter 253, or a s gcific-purpose committee for

, s1o0oLning such a candidate must include the following
po BT )

-ement: "Political advertising Paid for by (name of candidate

.z commiztee), (Who or which) has rejected the voluntary iimits of

..e >udicial Campaign Fairness Act.™

- e

; (e) The commission shall adopt rules providing for:

. (1) the minimum size of the disclosure required by

-»iz section in political advertising that appears on televigion or

s inwriting; and

oy {2): the minimum duration of the disclosure regquired by

{1 rnis section in political advertising that appears on television or

rzdio.

{£) A person who violates this section ar a rule adopted

inder this section is liable fc; a civil penalty not to exceed:

{1) 815,000, for a candidate for a statewide judicial

office or a SpecifiCepurpdse..committee‘ for. supporting such a

c i .
fandidate;

(2) _
lLiStl&ccmr:t of: gppeals, . oF:

£10, 000, for_ a ;qgndiﬁate-'fogg chlef justlce or

‘r';r,ﬁe, ':Gomnuttee ff»,q;'_

iy other judicial

a - specific-purpose
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- L < Loedverament Cade, 1y amended py
i N canter ot A as Un Ul wg
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; SUBCHAR '“j;LﬁmfjjﬁlNCIAL DISCLOSURE
| oS
i
=0 -0 ERES . subohapter,  Ceounty
| oroo piRigEXT means  rhe judge of a sratutgcy county cour

(LA b B i

ec. 109,052, TILING REQUIREMENT. A county judicial ofticer
: angd tice as a county judicial officer shall tite

worroonhe  county clerk  a financial statement that complies with

sectiang 5720022 and 572,023, Government Code.,

) 3ec. ,559,053, FILING DATES; TIMELINESS OF FILING. (a) A

cfficer shall file the financial statement required

i :y wnis  subchapter within the time prescribed by Section 572.026,

vernment Code, A candidate for office as a county dudicial

“ficer shall file the financial statement required by this

o
d

tebcnaprer  within the time prescribed by Section 572.027,

= -

" iivernpent Code.

i i

' b} The timeliness of the filing is governed by Section
3 .,

. &2:029, Government Code.

Sec. 159,054. PREPARATION OF FORMS. ({a) The county clerk

{1) design a form to be used for filing cthe financial

r»-:}h

13
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propens [2QUIEeS DL RIS subchapter; or
-vat v R TR A
- »

| (2) req at _a_form designed by

JLhe exan Brhics
~onnissior under Chapter 572, Government Code, be umed
L "

for  fliing

. financial statement,
//-——_

o each person required to file under this subchapter within the

EEEJEEEEL&PEd by Section 572.030(¢), Government Code.

sec. 159.055. PUBLIC ACCESS TO STATEMENTS. (a) A financlal

statement filed under this subchapter is a public record, 'The

e gyﬂgl_g}erk shall maintain the financial statements in a manner

. +hat is§ accessible to the public during regular business hours,

1 (b} Until the first anniversary of the date a financial

Ay statement is filed, each time a person requests to see the

financial statement, excluding the county clerk or an employee of

Ss the county clerk acting on official business, the county clerk

'-ii shall place in the file a statement of  the person's name and

address, whom the person represents, and the- date of the request.

The county clerk shall malntaxn that . statemgnt in ‘the ~file until

the first annzversary of the”data the: financ;gl"gggtomant ig filed.z:'

v

a_person coasang

' :nivetsary of the dghn4

thc "

(c) Afte: the second

county clerk may and on*

fo_be a county judxclal officen:-‘

Wtification. fsom“‘he orme ;;”' palt 4 ;.f'ail‘?h, gi"‘“°1‘1 

ﬂ@EEEEEE_flled by:




1 is a co R . LIRS
(L) unty Judicial officer of a _candidate ¢
= arve L Or

, a_county judicial officer; ang )
LA cobn .

R B
,‘.11,}”__, :

i)f
(2) _knowingly faiis

£ i : .
0 file g financial statement as

FMPUIEQMQXHED}S subchapter,

LQL_Fﬁﬂ offense under this section ig a Class B misdemeanor.

SECTION 8. Subdivision  (3), Section 159.032, Local
covernment Code, 1s amended to read as follows:

(3) "County judicial officer" means a [(judge-of-a

y@hutory—connty-court7] justice of the peacel[7] or a master,

magistrate, OI referee appointed by a justice of the peace [one-of

those-judges].

SECTION 9. Sections 253.155, 253.156, 253.157, 253.1613
chrough 253,171, and 253.173, Election Code, as added by this Act,
are not severable, and none would have been enacted without the
others. If any one of those provisions is held invalid, each of

those provisions is invalid.

SECTION 10. (a) If this Act receives the votes required by

Section 39, Article III, Texas Constitution, for an effective date

before the 91st day after the last day of the legislative session:

(1) Sections 1, 2, 9, ll, and this section of this Act

take effect immediately; and

(2) Sections 3, 4, and 3 of this Act take effect July

I 1995,

(b) If this Act does not receive the votes required by

Semnon 39, Article 111, Texas Constitution, for an effective date

JoINS
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cae aAst ¢ BEE T
day of the leqislative 5089 {on

- o carouan 5, 9, 11 ; _ ’

-3 1 ToICNG ' rand thig Section ¢ fhis At gk

’ =] A “ake

Sections &, 7, and 8 o
of this Act take et focr Beptembe;

i¢) Subchapter F, Chapter 253,

Election Code, as added by

.3 act, applies only to

4 political contribution accepted or

; ?i;;ical expenditure made on or after the effective date  of
%5 cze=izn o of  this  Act, A political contribution accepted or
g
%. ciizical expenditure made before the effective date of Section |

:Z als Act 1s governed by the law in effect on the date the !

¢. contriputlicon was accepted or the expenditure was made and is not
zjzrecated with political contributions accepted or political
;+ fzpencdlitures macde on or after that date.

(e} Sections 254.0611, 254,0911, and 254.1211, Election
+ liCe, as added by this Act, apply to account balances, assets, and
$ exlsting as of the effective date of Sections 3, 4, and § of

‘s Act and to the reporting of a political contribution accepted

55 % or after that date. The reporting of a political contribution
E *-Cépted before the effective date of Sections 3, 4, and S of this

-

T is governed by the law in effect on the date it was accepted.

SECTION 11. (a) For purposes of SUbChapter F, Chﬂpt@l' 253,

3
~d

fction Code,. as added by this Act, not later than the 1Sth day

ter the effectlve date of Sectlon 1 of this Act, the secretary ot

TG0
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(1) VIV T DO rhe Tavaae o : o
t “¥X35 Ethjesg Commission .
2MmMissy a4 written
. Lo ot the mepuiation af 2ach ]'L"d\.C‘. al 3
teetlar district fop e
s Lovr which

&

et R

: . H Y Y Ay ekl
ERITAY tul adge or Justice muse file

W
b
s

4 campa.ign treasurer

. ¥ N Lesi
ppe! grment with the comuission: ang
A

. ,‘) lit‘.‘.‘l i\?(\ Yoot ) ‘
{ v the county  clerk of each county a

sprtitication of ¢ > 5
aitren cerbitieation ot the county's Population, if the county:

(A} comprises an entire judicial district under
Chapt et M, Government Code; or
() has a statutoery county court or statutory
probate ceatt, other  than g3 multicounty statutory county court
created under Subchapter D, Chapter 25, Sovernment Code.
(b)y On receipt of the c¢ertification of population under

gubnoction  (a) of  this section, the Texas Ethics Commission or

[
[

county clerk, as  appropriate, sha make available to each
candidate  tor an office covered by Subchaprter F, Chapter 253,
Flection Code, as  added Dby this Act, written notice of the
centribution limits applicable to the office under Section 253.155,
tlection Code, as added by this Act, and the expenditure limits
applicable to the office under Section 253.168, Election Code, as
aded by this Act,

{(¢) 1In this section, "judicial district® means the territory
from which a judicial candidate is elected.

SECTION 12. The importance of this legislation and the
“towded condition of the calendars in both houses create an

HWrgency  and  an imperative  public  necessity that the
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seitutional rule requiring y;;,, o S:8, No, 94
: pons ) D8 reaqd on o«
FE - in each house be suspendeg three several
; day® !

.1 . that thig”z Act
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and thi ie i
1S ryle g herepy suspended

effec i
t and he jp force according to it
B0 enacted, s
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the Sd \—k_k\__ g
—-SEnate Speaker of ¢ h@%

I hereby certify that s.m. yo, g4 passed the

May 2+ 1995, by the following vote:

Senate on

Yeas 31, Nays 0; and that the

senate concurred in House amendments on May 24, 1993 by the

following vote: Yeas 31, Nays 0

*

I hereby certify that S$.B. No. 94 passed the House, with

amendments, on May 22, 1995, by the following vote: feas 110,

'y

¥ays 6, three present not voting. e e e e e

ondl.

ef Clerk of the House
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